
FES*:  Habitat provision; Biodiversity; Aesthetic value; Stewardship 

PLAN FOR THE RETENTION OF VALUABLE
STRUCTURES IN FORESTS 

IFM* goal:  Biodiversity conservation 

Importance for IFM assessment

Retaining valuable structures like bushes, pioneer
species, deadwood and habitat trees is ecologically
important as these elements provide essential
habitats for a wide range of species. Deadwood is a
critical resource for decomposers that recycle
nutrients back into the soil, enhancing forest health
and productivity. Bushes and habitat trees offer
nesting sites and food sources. Planning for
deadwood retention can also help avoid or reduce
salvage logging, which often disrupts habitat creation
and ecological processes. While retaining or creating
these valuable structures may require short- to mid-
term investments, the long-term benefits are
significant. Structurally diverse and vital forests are
more resilient to threats such as climate change,
pests, and diseases. Economically, these investments
pay off in the long term by more resilient forest
ecosystems safeguarding timber resources and
reducing the costs of managing degraded forests.
Socially, structurally diverse forests offer recreational
opportunities and aesthetic values, contributing to
human well-being. 

Characteristics

Response indicator
Predictor of biodiversity and habitat quality 
Reporting on structural diversity and habitat
provision 
Communicating to care about valuable
structures in forests 
Decision-making regarding retention priorities 

Trade-offs

Deadwood retention ≠ Salvage logging to increase resilience against bark beetles and forest fires. 
Retaining valuable structures in forests may reduce short-term revenues from timber. 
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Indicators for Integrative Forest Management



Regionalisation

No pan-European wide data available so far.

Local measurement units
Plan or equivalent with following planned
measures:  

Regular monitoring of deadwood 
Retaining deadwood crowns, low-quality
stems, branches and stumps after thinning or
harvesting 
Designation of zones where any deadwood
removal is prohibited if compatible with fire
prevention plans 
Designation of habitat trees

National-level data sources

NFI 
National Forest Strategy 
National Biodiversity Strategy 

Proposed target: 
> ⅔ of the area covered by a plan or equivalent
which contains > ⅔ of the measures. 

Direction: 
Plan or equivalent available for the whole forest area
covering > ⅔ of the measures. 

Target or threshold and desired direction

Indicator references

New indicator developed within TRANSFORMIT
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National measurement units
Share of forest area with activities conducted
within the last 10 years:  

Deadwood monitoring 
Designation of habitat trees (at least 5/ha) 

*IFM- Integrated Forest Management *FES: Forest Ecosystem Services

For more information:
www.transformforests.eu

Whole set of key indicators for IFM

http://www.transformforests.eu/
https://transformforests.eu/resources/#indicator-fact-sheets

