
FES*: Stewardship; Biodiversity; Habitat provision 

PROTECTED FOREST AREA 

IFM* goals: Biodiversity conservation; Provision of forest ecosystem services 

Trade-offs

Unmanaged protected forest ≠ Managed forests with timber extraction 
Establishment of additional protected areas ≠ Reduced forest available for wood supply (FAWS) with
competing management goals (Kraus & Krumm, 2013) 
Protective forests (which need to be managed to maintain their protective functions) ≠ Protected forests 

(DESIGNATED BY LAW OR BY VOLUNTARY TEMPORARY CONTRACTS TO
PROTECT BIODIVERSITY OR OTHER FOREST ECOSYSTEM FUNCTIONS) 

Importance for IFM assessment

In legally protected forest areas (PFA) but also in
forest areas under voluntary contractual nature
conservation where harvesting is restricted, IFM
may focus on conservation measures to maintain
and enhance biodiversity and other ecosystem
functions. Temporary contractual nature
conservation fosters collaboration between forest
owners, forest administration, research and
environmental NGOs incentivising the temporary
(usually 20 years) decommissioning of high-value
forest areas to conserve biodiversity. 

Characteristics

Response indicator
Predictor of species diversity and ecosystem
functions  
Reporting on protected areas and conservation
measures 
Communicating the importance of protected
areas 
Decision-making  regarding conservation
management 
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Indicators for Integrative Forest Management

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/263580500_Integrative_Approaches_as_an_Opportunity_for_the_Conservation_of_Forest_Biodiversity


Regionalisation

The protection of forest biodiversity varies
considerably within Europe: while minimal or no
intervention in PFA dominate in NE and SW Europe,
larger PFA with active conservation management
are in CE. Forest areas protected for landscapes and
specific natural elements are mainly in CW Europe 

Contractual nature conservation is primarily a
privilege of wealthier European regions, as only
richer countries have funds to provide
compensation payments. 

Most of the designated protective forest stands are
in mountainous areas. 

Local measurement units

Area (ha) and share of forest area (%) set aside
through:  

national designation or protection
voluntary, temporary contracts 

National-level data sources

NFI 
National Forest 
Reports 
Forest Europe 

EU targets:
Legally protect a minimum of 30% of the EU’s
land area and strictly protect at least a third of
the EU’s protected areas (EU Biodiversity
Strategy for 2030) 
Protect all remaining EU primary and old-growth
forests (EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, New
EU Forest Strategy 2030) 

Proposed target: 
Set aside 5% forest area <100 ha 
Set aside 10% forest area >100ha

Direction: 
Protect the ecologically valuable forest ecosystems,
e.g. according to Habitats Directive Annex 1 

Target or threshold and desired direction

Indicator references

SDG 15.2.1 
Global Core Set 4 
Forest Europe 4.9 
SEBI 007 
FSC 6.5.4 

National measurement units
Area (ha) and share of forest area (%) set
aside through:

national designation or protection
voluntary, temporary contract

*IFM- Integrated Forest Management *FES: Forest Ecosystem Services

For more information:
www.transformforests.eu

Whole set of key indicators for IFM
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