
IFM* goals: Provision of forest ecosystem services; Biodiversity conservation; Enhancing
forest resilience; Adaptive capacity to climate change 

FES*: Stewardship

Importance for IFM assessment

IFM is typically documented in a Forest Management
plan that outlines the objectives and practices for IFM
including ecological (e.g. reducing fragmentation,
increasing connectivity), economic (e.g. sustainable
harvesting), and social (e.g. staff health care,
recreational use) considerations. These plans serve as
a critical tool for guiding the implementation of IFM,
ensuring that Forest Management aligns with
sustainability goals while balancing multiple
ecosystem services and stakeholder interests. In an
ideal case, a Forest Management plan should
incorporate additional objectives from other sectors,
such as nature conservation and urban planning, to
reduce the risk of trade-offs and conflicts. 
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FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN

Characteristics

Response indicator
Predictor of management effectiveness
Reporting on management objectives and
practices 
Communicating about management activities
and forest inventory details 
Decision-making about management
measures 

Trade-offs

Management plans may have trade-offs with plans with different objectives, like plans for nature
conservation or plans for urban development that exist in the same area. 
Large unfragmented forest areas are beneficial for biodiversity, but a Forest Management plan must
also consider creating fragmentation, if necessary, to help regulate forest fires, bark beetles and pests
spreading over larger areas. 

Indicators for Integrative Forest Management



Regionalisation

In South-East Europe nearly 100% of the forest area
are under management plans, in North Europe 88%,
South-West Europe has the lowest share.

Local measurement units
Plan or equivalent with following planned
measures:  

IFM as management objectives 
Planned thinning operations 
Planned harvesting operations 
Regular monitoring of standard forest
parameters
Identification of ecologically sensitive or
valuable area for special management  
Active management of protected forest
areas  
Promote or restore forest ecosystem
connectivity and avoid fragmentation 

National-level data sources

NFI 
National Forest Reports 
Forest Europe 

EU target: 
The share of forest areas covered by Forest
Management plans should cover all managed public
forests and an increased number of private forests.
(New EU Forest Strategy 2030) 

Proposed target: 
Management plan or equivalent in place for forest
areas >10 ha and which contains > ⅔ of the
measures. 

Direction: 
Increasing shares of forest areas covered by plan or
equivalent covering > ⅔ of the measures.

Target or threshold and desired direction

Indicator references

SDG 15.2.1 
Global Core Set 19 
Forest Europe qualitative Indicator under
Criterion 3 
FSC 7.1.2
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National measurement units
Share of forest area with Forest Management
plan available 

*IFM- Integrated Forest Management *FES: Forest Ecosystem Services

For more information:
www.transformforests.eu

Whole set of key indicators for IFM

https://commission.europa.eu/document/cf3294e1-8358-4c93-8de4-3e1503b95201_en
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/indicators-list/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/indicators-list/
https://doi.org/10.4060/cb9963en
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/347495184_Criterion_3_Maintenance_and_Encouragement_of_Productive_Functions_of_Forests_Wood_and_Non-Wood
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/347495184_Criterion_3_Maintenance_and_Encouragement_of_Productive_Functions_of_Forests_Wood_and_Non-Wood
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/347495184_Criterion_3_Maintenance_and_Encouragement_of_Productive_Functions_of_Forests_Wood_and_Non-Wood
https://connect.fsc.org/document-centre
http://www.transformforests.eu/
https://transformforests.eu/resources/#indicator-fact-sheets

